COVID-19 Visitor Testing

Date Initiated: 2/24/21
______________________________________________________________________________

PURPOSE:

To provide guidelines for COVID testing of Residents Visitors per the NYS 
STANDARD

The facility operates to maintain the health and safety of the residents, patients, visitors and visitors; in consideration of Department of Health and Centers for Disease Control guidelines whenever possible.  The execution of this policy and procedure pursuant to the NYSDOH Letter 2/22/21 is contingent upon (1) the Facility’s physical ability to access the materials, equipment and qualified testers necessary to administer the test. 
Testing of Visitors
Visitor testing is based on the February 22, 2021 Nursing Home Visitation Guidance and with consideration of the continued and sustained community spread of COVID-19 in all regions of the state.   Any positive test result must be reported to the Department within 3 hours of obtaining positive test results, in accordance with existing reporting protocols and mechanisms.
Per the NYSDOH 2/22/21 Revised Guidance:

Facilities must use the CMS COVID-19 county positivity rate, found on the COVID-19 Nursing Home Data site (link available at: https://data.cms.gov/stories/s/COVID-19-Nursing-Home-Data/bkwz-xpvg) as additional information to determine how to facilitate indoor visitation, and must abide by the following:
· Low (<5%) = Visitation should occur according to the core principles of COVID-19 infection prevention and facility policies (beyond compassionate care visits). For county COVID-19 positivity rates below 5%, visitor testing is strongly encouraged; facilities may utilize rapid testing. 
· Medium (5% – 10%) = Visitation should occur according to the core principles of COVID-19 infection prevention and facility policies (beyond compassionate care visits). Visitor testing is required. Visitors must either: present a negative COVID-19 test result from within the past seventy-two hours (72), or facilities may utilize rapid testing to meet the testing requirement. Additionally, all visitors must adhere to all infection control practices. 

· High (>10%) = Visitation must only occur for compassionate care situations according to the core principles of COVID-19 infection prevention and facility policies. Facilities should offer rapid testing whenever possible. 

POLICY

1. The facility will COVID test all visitors to the extent that test material is available.
2. Visitors may also provide a negative COVID test results from within the past seventy-two hours (72) to fulfill the requirement. 
3. The facility will contact the Regional Office, New York State Department of Health, to advise of the inability to procure adequate testing supplies and seek guidance as to alternate source(s).
PROCEDURE
1. Testing* is done as per policy provided that testing material is available at the facility.    The facility administrator (or designee) contacts the New York State Department of Health Regional Office for guidance should adequate testing material not be available.

2. The tester will be observed to demonstrate documented competency, by a qualified trainer. Competency is demonstrated in the maintenance of strict infection control measures.

3. Testing occurs in a sequestered area of the facility. This area is wiped with a germicidal product in between visitor tests.

4. The individual being tested maintains mask protocol including hand hygiene prior to and post specimen collection.

5. The tester remains minimally six feet away from the visitor being tested; but dons PPE including face shield for contacts closer than six feet. Per CDC: For providers collecting specimens or within 6 feet of those to be test for SARS-CoV-2, maintain proper infection control and use recommended personal protective equipment (PPE), which includes an N95 or higher-level respirator (or facemask if a respirator is not available), eye protection, gloves, and a gown, when collecting specimens.  

6. Testing occurs on scheduled days at the facility.  The facility will post days when testing is available.   

7. COVID Positive results are communicated immediately upon receipt to the visitor; and within 3 hours, to the Regional Office of the New York State Department of Health by the facility Administrator or designee.
8. Any person testing positive will not be permitted to visit in person until DOH quarantine completed.
Refusal of Testing 

When refusal of testing occurs, the visitor will be restricted from in-person visitation or the visitor agrees to test per facility and regularity guidelines. 


